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the Kingdom of God would doubtless be made clear to God's servant in due time.
Happily unaware of the formidable instrument now employed against him, Charles commanded an active and successful campaign between May and November 1644. In April he had to part once more from his wife, this time for ever. She was again pregnant and was anxious that the child should be born away from the scene of war -if need be in some port whence she could escape to France. She chose Exeter, and here on June 16 her ninth child, afterwards Henrietta, Duchess of Orleans, was born. Recent events, as well as her own too great activities, had told on the Queen's health, and the birth of this child left her seriously ill. The Parliamentary army under Essex was approaching Exeter, and she had to appeal to him to give her a safe-conduct to Bath, where she might hope to recover her health. Essex refused, offering instead to conduct her to London, where, she knew, impeachment and probably death awaited her. She preferred to risk the perils of a journey in disguise to Falmouth, whence she took ship for France, four weeks after the baby's birth. For some months she remained in seclusion, shattered in mind and body, and then resumed her task of working in her husband's cause.
In the meanwhile, Charles had been very active. Besieged in Oxford, he had escaped with his army, had marched into Worcestershire followed by the rebels, had returnedj and fought a battle at Gropredy, near Banbury, in which he had gained the advantage, and had from thence pursued Essex's army westwards. He reached Exeter shortly after his wife had left it, saw his youngest